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/T/ IN DANISH

 6 phonemic plosives /b d g p t k/

 Voiceless x Aspirated

 Basbøll 2005: [tˢ] 

› Phonologically not an affricate, but an aspirated stop

› Aspiration mainly pronounced with the tongue in close proximity to 

the alveolar ridge, phonetically resulting in affrication

› Depending on environment, affrication may be followed by short 

burst of regular aspiration
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THE ‘DRY T’ OF NORTHERN JUTLANDIC

 ‘Dry t’ is an overt feature of Northern Jutlandic

 ‘Dry’ = No affrication

 Also associated with shorter VOT, and dental place of articulation

 Not described in any detail in the literature

› Research question: Where is the ‘dry t’ variant used?
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CORPUS: PETER SKAUTRUP CENTRE FOR 
JUTLANDIC DIALECT RESEARCH

 Comprises well over 1,000 recordings

 Recorded between the 1930s and the 1990s

 Informants born from late C19-early C20
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PROBLEMS WITH THE CORPUS

 Stored as MPEG-1 files, sampling rate 44,100 Hz

 Not recorded with phonetic research in mind

› Purpose: building comprehensive dictionary of Jutlandic dialects

 Overwhelmingly not annotated

 Have not previously been used for phonetic research

› Dialect phonology is generally not described on its own terms
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DATA

 18 speakers

› 3 speakers from 6 major dialect areas

› 13 male, 5 female

› Between 65-94 years old

 Recorded between 1974-1991

 For each recording

› 20 first instances of simple /t/ onset
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METHODOLOGY

 All /t/ tokens coded for

› Phonetic environment

› VOT duration

› Onset of voicing: First complete vibration of the vocal folds

› Level of frication

› 4-level scale

 Phonetic analyses done using Praat, data management using MS Excel, 

statistics using JASP



Level 1 Level 2

Level 3 Level 4
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RESULTS – FRICATION LEVEL
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CONCLUSIONS

 Dry t is not exclusive to Northern Jutlandic

› But it is more frequent in Northern parts of Jutland!

 /t/ VOT is shorter in Jutlandic dialects than in Standard Danish

 There is an interesting interplay between dialect, VOT, and frication

› Northern: No fully affricated /t/, noisier /t/ in long and marked tokens

› NE, NW: Low-noise /t/ on unmarked tokens, affricated on highly marked tokens

› CE, CW: Dry /t/ only on very short tokens, affricated on less marked tokens

› Southern: Noisy and affricated /t/ also on short, unmarked tokens
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Thank you for your attention!

Questions?
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